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and there is a propaganda to attend these meetings in genera! and the prayers in
particular, a great advance will soon be made in the people's knowledge of the
principles of our Shariat and of Islamic history.
To turn to the education of girls, In this the Moslem girls are lamentably
backward. I am told that in the U. P. even the richest zemindars make no serious
attempt to educate their daughters. This is surely against the spirit and the letter
of Islamic law. The Prophet said that 'paradise is at the feet of your mothers*.
Praise of woman could no further go. How can you advance when one half of your
community is sunk in the darkness of ignorance ? The goal set before India now
is that of responsible government. We hear Dominion Status, independence, etc.
freely talked about But with power comes responsibility an1 how will you be able to
discharge your responsibility to your country, to your'families, and to yourselves if
you r women by reason of their utter ignorance are unable to assist you ?
I want action and not words. I want self-sacrifice and not a desire to take
credit when none is due, Look at the strides the Hindus have taken. Look at the
Servants of India society at Poona. Look at the advance which the Moslems made
by self-sacrifice and endeavours of a single patriot, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan; My
next point is that you must resolve to take, and take, concerted action. For, without
concerted action there can be no advance. You must also resolve to assist each
other, for without assistance you can not get on. Remember that every rupee that
goes in the pockets of your brother in Islam is to that extent a source of strength to
Islam and every rupee which might not have gone into the pocket of a Moslem but
goes into other pockets is to that extent a weakening of your Moslem brother which
means to that extent a weakening of Islam itself.
Now, to briefly take stock of our position.   The work that we have done is ;—
(a )    The eastablishment of the Shia Orphanage at Lucknow.  ( b )   The starting
of the newspaper "Surfraz".   (c)    The foundation of a national press,    (d)    The
foundation of a  branch of this conference for the preservation of our Holy tombs
and buildings.    ( e )    Tanzim so far as the Shia community is concerned.
The work which you have done so far goes to show that we are practical, but
unfortunately there is no Financial backing up and there is no reserve fund, with
the result that the above institutions run the risk of ceasing to exist on any day.
It therefore behoves us to see that the continuance of the orphanage, the newspaper,
and the press, is secured by making proper financial provision for each of them.
When we have undertaken and established national institutions, it is our duty to see
that their future continuance is properly provided for first before other schemes are
undertaken. I would suggest the formation of a financial committee of this conference
charged with the duty of carefully examining the whole question and recommending
to your standing committee the measures to be undertaken for securing financial
stability for all these institutions.
But we cannot rest content with what we have done. The rapid advances which
the non-Moslem communities are makirg from day to day must awaken you ^to a
sense of responsibility and the necessity of your taking concerted and disciplined
action to secure Moslem advancement. It is not possible to stand where you are.
You must either advance or retrograde. I have already referred to the steps to be taken
for the spread of education, i understand that His Highness the Mir of Khairpur
has made a grant to this conference and has promised to make further grants when
necessary. Allama Hindi Saheb in order to promote Tanzim has during the last 18
months travelled in the North, Sind and Kashmir and has established district
committees. On the frontier in Sind, Kashmir and Bengal, district conferences have
also been established. I trust these efforts will not only be maintained but will be
redoubled.
You have also done good work in the cause of the preservation and enforcement
ol Wakfs But there is still much lee-way to make. There are still many Wakfs
that are unknown and the condition of many Muslim endowments throughout India Is
deplorable. In Bombay there is a Wakf Act that has been in force for some years.
It has done and is doing much good, I understand, than that in your province. You
have succeeded in getting an inquiry committee established^ under a
resolution of the provincial Council. This committee is making enquiries and will
in dtis course make its recommendations to the Government for the better manage

